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During the past two decades, LatinAmerica
hasexperienced adecreasein agriculturd growth
andanincreaseinrurd poverty. Infact, theUnited
Nation’s Economic Commission for Latin
Americaand the Caribbean estimated that in the
mid-1990s53% of therural householdsinthe
region had incomesthat werelessthan the cost
of abasic basket of food. One of the clearest
pathwaysto revert thisregressing processisto
ensurethe sustainableincreasein the productiv-
ity of theexigting agriculturd systemsinwaysthat
will ensureenhanced availability of food and fiber, while preserving ahealthy environment.
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IFDC isresponding to these challengesin southern South Americaby devel oping and establishing Information and
Decision Support Systems(IDSSs). Thesel DSSscombinethe use of moderninformation tools(remotesensing, smula-
tion model's, geographic information systems, probabilistic seasona climateforecasts) with existing databasesto generate
productsthat can beeasily understood and readily used to assist the planning and decision-making of stakeholdersacting
inthe public and private agricultural sectorsof theregion. For example, the|DSSthat IFDC isdevel oping with the
National Agricultural Research Institute (INIA) of Uruguay isbeing used to assist governmental planning agenciesto
identify thebest land usesfor different areas, issue drought/flood d erts, identify regionswith highest needsfor recelvingaid
inextreme events such asdroughts, devel op crop production forecasts, and assess production risksfor establishing agri-
cultural insurance programs. IFDC isalso helping farmer cooperativesand NGOsto reduce the vulnerability of their
production systemsto thehugeclimate variability typicaly existingintheregion. Thisisaccomplished by identifyingfarm
management practicesthat are best adapted to the most likely climate conditions expected for the following season,
cons dering probabilistic climate outlooks (based, for example, on El Nifio conditionsand forecasts). Animportant festure
of thework that IFDC isestablishing using thel DSS approachisthat it allowsfor theuse of thevast amount of information
that istypically availablein devel oping countries, generated by the national institutes. Thework isalso contributing to
building the human capacity intheregion since nationa scientistsare being trained in the devel opment and i mprovement of
IDSSs. Moreover, the methods and tool sthat IFDC isdevel oping in the South American work are being used to begin
establishing smilar IDSSsin other developing countries.
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