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Farmer From Benin, West Africa,
Harvests Greater Yields Using IFDC
Crop Production Package

Todji Gabriel isavery successful farmer from Exss
Ahohoug, Benin, Hehasmorefildsand moremoney :
than most farmersinthe area. The Integrated Soil
Fertility Management (ISFM) package that he uses
includes phosphate rock, acover crop of mucunaor
legumes (cowpeas), and crop resdues. On hislarger ,
fields, heappliesthe| SFM packet of ideas(which &% o
includes applying phosphate rock every 3 years, :
weeding, growing cover crops, recycling nutrients, §
etc.). In 1998 he started using phosphaterock at a g
dosage of 300 kg/haasbasic dressing; ISFM rec- &
ommendsusing 50 kg/halyear for balanced fertiliza-
tion. On hisother fildshe usesthetraditional prac-
tice because of the additional |abor required for the
preferred practice. Herecycled thebiomassfroma &%
mucunacover crop and applied the |SFM recom-
mended rate of 200 kg/ha of NPK/ureafertilizer.
Later hereduced therate of application to 125 kg/
ha; hetriesto adjust therate according to crop re-
sponse to management practices. He thinned his
crops to reduce the number of plants and applied
NPK and urea 34 daysafter sowing. Hisharvest for thefirst season was 4,375 kg/haof maize. During the second season
he cultivated cowpeas and realized aharvest of about 280 kg of cowpeas on one-half hectare. Gabriel grows mucuna
whenthe soil needsit and to correct theweed problem. Heappliesphosphaterock every 3years. Thisisavery resourceful
farmer; to associate phosphate rock with aleguminous cover cropisavery good combination. By using thiscombined
approach, Gabriel’sfiedldshavefewer weedsand he harvestsgreater yields. Using the | SFM technol ogy package, hecan
now grow cotton and realize greater yieldsand, hence, more revenue. With the profitsfrom hislabor, Gabriel hasbuilt a
house.
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