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Farmersin Togo Grow
Success With Organic and
Mineral Fertilizer

Bagname Yatoute and Yao Yentebelime :
are two farmers in northern Togo who
haveimproved their farmsby upgrading
their farming techniques.

Yatoute, who livesin Nagbongou, owns
a9-hectarefarm. 1n 1999 he heard about
the benefits of combining compost and §
mineral fertilizers. With help fromthe §
nongovernmental organization—Re-
search, Support, and Training for theIni-
tiativesof Sdlf-Development (RAFIA)—
and IFDC, heused mineral fertilizer on
hisfield and doubled hisyield. Thisgave -
thefarmer and his 22-member household greater food security.

Combining soil amendmentsand inorganic fertilizerstoimproveefficiency of fertilizer useand protect the environmentisa
basic component of the Integrated Soil Fertility Management (ISFM) strategy that isbeing promoted by IFDC. Thisstrategy
asoinvolvesparticipatory devel opment of techniques, capacity building, and ingtitutional strengthening.

Yatoute used to have adifficult time providing enough organic materialsfor hislargefields. He solved this problem by
incorporating livestock and agroforestry into hisfarming system. He, along with other integrated soil fertility management
(ISFM) farmersin hisvillage, started agoat farm by using grantsfrom the European Development Fundsgroup. Thisfarm,
which now raises 36 goats, isagreat successfor Yatoute becauseit provides extramanure for compost, and it servesasa
savingsbank. Yatoute al so started atree nursery, which allowshim to reap even more profits. Thisyear, herealizedaUS $50
profit by selling legumetreesand date palm seedlings.

Yatouteisnot alonein hisfarming success. Yao Yentebelime, afarmer in Kpong—another village in northern Togo—also
began improving hisfarming techniques. Because hisfield wassmall, Yentebelime could not adequately feed hisfamily and
wasforced to rent fieldsfrom other farmersfor many years. However, hisluck began to change in the mid-1990swhen he
participated inthel SFM activities. By combining anima dung and compost with minera fertilizer, he harvested enough maize
on hisownfieldtofeed hisfamily. Yentebelime a so bought two “parcs’ (fenced areaswhere animalsare kept at night) per
season at two sacks of maizefor each “parc” to further increase his quantity of dung.

Besideshisimproved fertilizer use, Yao changed hiscropping pattern, which alowed him timeto work on another profitable
activity—vegetable production. Thisyear, Yentebelime began to cultivate tomatoes, which he sellsat thelocal market. His
increased income allowed him to replace the thatched roof on his house with a corrugated iron roof, purchase a small
motorbike, and pay cash for 12 bags of mineral fertilizer from aregional farmer organization.
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