IFDC Produces “Bread for Peace” in Afghanistan

What happensin Iraq after the war ends? Surprisingly agriculturein
nearby Afghanistan may offer aclue. IFDC anditspartnersare convinced
that agricultureistheenginethat will ddiver Afghanistan and other countries
from the devastation of war to the prosperity of peace.

IFDC’s President and Chief Executive Officer, Dr. Amit H. Roy, says
“WhenwearrivedinAfghanistaninearly 2002, agriculturewasin desperate
straits. Farmershad very little seed, virtually nofertilizer, and no credit
wasavailable. Theentireagricultural infrastructurewasgone.”

IFDC's staff quickly evaluated the Afghan people’s potential that was
silently waiting to betapped. “It wastheir entrepreneurial spirit—that
drivetowork hard—despiteall they’ ve been through that convinced us
that the private sector was the place to start rebuilding the Afghan
agriculture,” saysthe Director of IFDC’'sMarket Development Division,
lan Gregory.

Recognizing that a spark of life remained in the country’s private
agribusinesssector, IFDC carefully nurtured that sector back tolife. Rather
than dumping handouts of fertilizer and seed on afragile market, IFDC
offered farmersvouchersto exchangefor fertilizer at their local dealer
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shops. After harvesting their whest crops, thefarmersused part of their wheat to pay for thefertilizer. Thelocal villagesare

using themoney for local improvements—new wells, irrigations systems, etc.

“Thisisvitally important, and that’swhy wethink thework that IFDC isdoing isso vita to reinvigorating the agricultural
sector,” saysUSAID’sMission Director for Afghanistan, Craig Buck. “Wethink that these arethe kinds of resultsthat the

private sector offersto the country in amore robust and efficient manner.”

Dramatic resultsare evident in the doubling of yieldsthat the Afghan farmers have achieved thusfar. Thebread onAfghan
farmers’ tablesisevidencethat theplanisworking. “If we continueto build the private sector infrastructure, market forces
will work for theAfghan people,” saysM. Feisa Beig, IFDC Senior Marketing Specidist. “Wewill guaranteethat they will

get the chancethat they deserve.”

Along withitspartnersand with continued support from USAID, IFDC vowsto help theresilient Afghan peopleto replace

despair with hopefor abetter tomorrow.
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