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Togbe Sodjedo, Togolese Rice
Far mer—Profile of a Transformed
Life

Togbe Sodjedo, aTogolesericefarmer, has
seenamarkedimprovement inthequdity of his
lifesncehebegan participatinginaproject, being
conducted by the Africa Division of IFDC,
which promotesthe strategiesof Integrated Soil
Fertility Management (ISFM). Ricegrowingis
the primary activity of farmer Sodjedo, and it
appearsto beavery profitable one. Because of
this activity, he was able to construct anice
house on hiscompound, to buy additional land
(2.5 haof land, outsidetheirrigated area), to
buy potential sitesfor housing, to buy amotor-
ized cultivator, and to support hisfamily. Be-
sidesrice, healso cultivates 1 haof maizefor
home consumption. Growing two crops per
year on his3-hafarmtowhich he gpplies1,150
kg of fertilizer for each crop cycle, Sodjedore-
ceivesayield of 2,500 kg of shelled rice per
hectare. For oneplot of 500 n?, he gppliesabout
10 kg of fertilizer twice. The Togolesefarmer
hasa so used indigenous natural rock phosphate
and was pleased with the positiveresults. Of
particular benefit to thefarmer wasthe access
to credit, provided by the | SFM project, through which he became amember of aself-managed savingsand credit system
athevillagelevd.
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